
The Poetry of Hanji
Young-sé Lee

Solo Show, 20-29 March 2025

Galerie Vazieux, 16 rue de Provence, Paris 9
Open from Tuesday to Saturday, 2pm-6pm

For any inquiries: contact@vazieux.com / www.vazieux.com

Young-sé Lee, Mer céleste I, 2022, Ink, gouache and acrylic on hanji paper, 135 x 135 cm



The Poetry of Hanji

In conjunction with the event “Dessin 2025” organized by Quartier Art
Drouot, Galerie Vazieux presents “The Poetry of Hanji”, a personal
exhibition by artist Young-sé Lee (b. 1956, South Korea).

Young-Sé Lee's works invite us to take a meditative plunge into the
colors, elements and materials of the natural world. They evoke the
azure of the sky and the deep blue of the sea, the brown and ochre hues
of the earth in the soft morning light. They evoke the roughness of bark
under the fingers, the sparkling reflections of the moon on the surface of
the ocean. 

Young-Sé Lee owes his poetry of nature to his Korean heritage. From his
homeland, he also retains the use of mulberry paper (hanji), with which
he has developed a singular stamping technique. It all begins with the
sculptor's gesture: an engraved wooden board, notched with abstract
motifs, to which he affixes a strip of hanji paper soaked in ink and water.
As it dries, the sheet takes on the imprint of its matrix, adopting its
creases and reliefs. Finally, the artist assembles and glues these sheets
onto a stretched canvas. Textures are sometimes enhanced with touches
of color, sometimes left to the play of shadows between the folds of
paper and the ambient light. Abstract landscapes emerge, conducive to
contemplation.


