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People, 1985, Ink on Hanji, 177x97cm

LEE UNG-NO

1904~89 Korea. Lee Ung-no was one of the most
prominent Asian painters of the 20th century.
Having begun his career in Korea and Japan,

he abandoned traditional art and shifted to
abstraction, thus playing a pioneering role in the
foundation of contemporary Korean art. After
settling in France in 1959, this development in his
work brought him into contact with the Parisian
avant-garde, and, in particular, Hans Hartung,
Pierre Soulages, and Zao Wou-Ki. A painter,
sculptor, and engraver, Lee Ung-no explored the
relations between calligraphy and abstraction.

In the 1970s, these pictorial experiments led him
to focus on the emblematic subject of crowds,
considered a symbol of democratization in South
Korea during the ensuing decade. In 2007,

a museum entirely devoted to his works was
inaugurated in Daejeon (KR). For Kiaf Seoul
2023, Galerie Vazieux commemorates the 120th
anniversary of the artist’s birth. All the artworks
directly come from the family estate.
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